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GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT. 

 Council Chambers  

 COROWA  2646  

 16 June 2011  

 

Mayor and Councillors  

Corowa Shire Council.  

 

Councillors,  

 

I submit for your information and instructions where necessary the following report for the 

period ending 21 June 2011.  

 

1.  LOCAL GOVERNMENT REMUNERATION TRIBUNAL  

 

The Local Government Remuneration Tribunal has again set the range of payments of fees 

for Councillors and Mayors in New South Wales for 2011/12.  

 

In considering the payments to be made the Tribunal has determined an  increase of 4.2% 

in fees for Councillors and Mayors effective from 1 July 2011.  

 

Corowa Shire Council remains as a Category 4 Council with the new fees determined by the 

Remuneration Tribunal for Category 4 for Councillors at a minimum of $7,550 to a 

maxi mum of $9,970.  Payments to the Mayor a minimum of $8,020 to a maximum to 

$21,770.  

 

Councilôs current payment to Councillors is $8,974 p.a. and the Mayorôs payment is $17,948 

p.a.   The Mayor also receives the Councillor payment making the total payment to  the 

Mayor of $26,922.  

 

RECOMMENDED that Council determine the payment of fees for 2011/12 to the Mayor and 

Councillors in accordance with the Local Government Remuneration Tribunal determination.  

 

2.  ADOPTION OF DRAFT 2011/2014 MANAGEMENT PLAN  

 

Councilôs 2011/2014 Management Plan has been advertised in accordance with the Local 

Government Act and Council is required on considering any comments received during the 

advertising period in respect to the plan to formally adopt the Management Plan.  

 

The Manageme nt Plan was advertised in the Free Press, Yarrawonga Chronicle and Border 

Mail newspapers and the Howlong Grapevine.  It was also available on Councilôs website. 

 

On considering any comments received on the plan Council is required to resolve the 

following . 

 

RECOMMENDED that as public notice has been given by advertisements published in the 

Free Press, Yarrawonga Chronicle and Border Mail Newspapers and Howlong Grapevine of 

the preparation of the Draft Management Plan in relation to Council's activities for  the 

2011/2014 period and Council's Revenue Policy for the 2011/2012 financial year  AND THAT  

such Draft Management Plan and Revenue Policy having been publicly exhibited for not less 

than twenty eight days and Council having considered submissions receiv ed concerning the 

Draft Management Plan and Revenue Policy, the Management Plan and Revenue Policy be 

adopted.  

 

THAT Council in adopting the Management Plan and having declared the category and sub 

category for each parcel of rateable land and the general  rates increase of 2.8 % which 
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does not exceed in the aggregate the permitted increase determined by the State 

Government under the rate pegging legislation for the financial year commencing 1 July 

2011.  

 

THAT in adopting the Management Plan a Schedule of fees and charges for 2011/2012 as 

detailed in pages 44 to 64 of Council's publicly exhibited Management Plan and Revenue 

Policy be adopted.  

 

THAT pursuant to the provisions of the Local Government (Financial Management) 

Regulation 1993 expenditure required  to finance works, services and activities of the Council 

for the financial year 2011/2012 as detailed in the Estimates section of the Council's 

Management Plan be approved and voted accordingly.  

 

3.  LOCAL GOVERNMENT DESTINATION 2036  

 

The Division of Local  Government has advised that it is proposing a workshop to be held in 

Dubbo on 17 and 18 August next.  

 

The proposed workshop follows on from the Leaders of Local Government Forum held in 

Sydney in May 2010.  

 

The primary objective of the workshop will be to  produce a road map for an effective and 

sustainable local government sector through to the year 2036.  

 

Preparations for the workshop are currently underway in consultation with the Local 

Government Shires Association, Local Government Managers Australia a nd the Australian 

Centre of Excellence for Local Government.  

 

The Mayor and General Manager have been invited to the workshop and the Division of 

Local Government is now seeking expressions of interest from Councils in attending the 

workshop.  

 

For Councilôs consideration.  

 

4.  CIVIC PRECINCT TENDERS  

 

A confidential report has been included with the agenda on the remaining Civic Precinct 

Tenders.  

 

For Councilôs consideration. 

 

5.  FESTIVAL OF FUN FOR KIDS  

 

The Corowa Shire óFestival of Fun for Kidsô was held on Sunday 15 th  May 2011 at the 

Corowa Race Club.  

 

The level of support that was received from businesses, community groups and 

organisations in the lead up to this event was overwhelming.  

 

In total, the event secured 13 sponsors ranging from major sponsor s to community 

partners. In addition to this, 44 community groups, organisations and businesses were also 

involved in the event and provided considerable support allowing entry and all activities to 

be free.  

 

The enthusiasm and dedication of sponsors and p articipating groups is something which 

should be commended. These groups put considerable thought into the development of 
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their area and created activities that were fun, educational and allowed children to express 

their creativity and individualism. Parti cipants took pride in promoting the excellent services 

available to families in Corowa Shire.  

 

It was estimated that well over 4000 people attended the first Corowa Shire Festival of Fun 

for Kids. This figure exceeded all expectations and was an exceptiona l outcome for the 

events first year.   

 

Council has been inundated with positive feedback and an exciting level of enthusiasm 

exists within the community for future Festival of Fun for Kids events.  

 

The event achieved its objectives and has resulted in si gnificant social and community 

benefits. Research has also indicated that this event had a positive economic impact on the 

town.  

 

Whilst it had previously been recommended that the event be rotated amongst the three 

major towns, the excellent facilities at  the Corowa Race Club together with the size of the 

event suggest that this is undoubtedly the most suitable venue in the Shire for this event in 

the future.  

 

Despite agreeable weather for this yearôs event, it is suggested the date of the festival be 

rec onsidered to avoid the possibility of rain and cold temperatures.  

 

A final report has been completed following a thorough evaluation of the event, and is 

included with the agenda for Councilôs consideration.  

 

Certificates of appreciation and a copy of the  final report have been sent to all sponsors, 

community groups and volunteers in recognition of their support. A media portfolio was also 

prepared and circulated to sponsors, highlighting the excellent media coverage the event 

received.  

 

RECOMMENDED that Council support the Festival of Fun for Kids, to be once again held at 

the Corowa Race Club in 2012 on a date yet to be decided.  

 

6.  MEETING DAY  

 

12 noon   Rosemary Garthwaite will be making a Health One presentation.  

 

3.00 pm  Terry Leggett will be addres sing Council regarding drainage problems 

between Goombargana Road and Martin Street Howlong.  

 

3.15 pm  Corowa Shire Tourism Marketing Committee will be providing a progress 

update to Council.  

 

For Councilôs information. 

 

5.  COMMON SEAL.  

 

The following docu ments have had the Common Seal of Council affixed since the last 

meeting and require confirmation by Council: -  

 

09/06/11  Sale of Lot 25 DP 1115068 to Lisa Atkins.  

10/06/11  Loan Agreements Westpac ï Saleyards Loan.  
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6.  RAFFLES. 

 

RSL Sub Branch   18.05.11, 01.06.11, 02.06.11, 03.06.11.  

CWA    19.05.11, 20.05.11, 21.05.11.  

Red Cross    24.05.11, 25.05.11.  

Festival of Dance   26.05.11, 27.05.11, 09.06.11, 10.06.11.  

Corowa Rowing Club   28.05.11, 04.06.11, 11.06.11.  

Corowa Rescue Squad  18.06.11.  

 

7.  STREET STALLS. 

 

Red Cross    26.05.11.  

St Thomasô Church  20.05.11.  

Catholic Womens League  21.05.11.  

Howlong Guides   28.05.11.  

Howlong Fishing Club   04.06.11.  

Howlong Public School  11.06.11.  

St Brigidôs Church  18.06.11.  

 

 

 BJ CORCORAN 

 GENERAL MANAGER 
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CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES REPORT .  

 Council Chambers  

 COROWA  2646  

 16 June 2011  

General Manager  

Corowa Shire Council  

 

Dear Sir  

 

I submit for your information and instructions where necessary the following report for the 

period ending 21 June 2011.  

 

1.  RECONCILIAT ION AS AT 31 MAY 2011  

 

Balance as per Bank Statement :  

 

General Account    0000 0022   $     244,134.75  

Business Online Saver Account  1042522   $  1,227,925.38  

Cash Deposit Account (CDA)  

 

Investments       $ 13,293,129.57  

 

       Sub Total  $ 14,765,189.70  

 

Plus Deposits not yet lodged   

Corowa  31 -May -2011   $ 37,673.85  

Mulwala  31 -May -2011   $     621.80  

     

       $ 38,295.65  

 

       Sub Total  $ 14,803,485.35  

 

Less Unpresented Cheques     $       15,586.60  

 

Balance as per General Ledger    $ 14,787,898.75  

 

2.  INVE STMENTS HELD 31 MAY 2011  

 

The attached list of investment securities is held as at 31 May 2011.  Investment of funds 

on behalf of Council has been undertaken in accordance with the Local Government Act and 

Regulations.  

 

 

 ID RICH  

 DIRECTOR CORPORATE AND CO MMUNITY SERVICES  
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INVESTMENTS  
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ENGINEERING SERVICES REPORT . 

 

   Council Chambers  

   COROWA  2646  

   16 June 2011  

 

The General Manager  

Corowa Shire Council  

 

Dear Sir  

 

I submit for your information and instructions where necessary the following report for the 

period ending 21 June 2011.  

 

1.  MATTERS REFERRED FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING  

 

(a)  Local Orders Policy adoption has been implemented.  

(b)  The Uniting Church has been advised of Councilôs conditions of approval for their 

proposed subdivision and Council ôs works program to facilitate this. 

(c)  Additional dog patrols have been carried out in Howlong and staff have been advised 

to take more direct action to reduce the incidents of nuisance dogs in all towns.  

 

For Councilôs information. 

 

2.  WORKS IN PROGRESS  

 

a)  Hammer Street ï Howlong  

Road reconstruction, installation underground drainage and kerb and gutter in 

Hammer Street, between Jude and Kennedy Street is now complete.  

 

b)  Hawkins Street ï Howlong  

Shoulder sealing work is programmed for next week in Hawkins Stree t between 

Hume and Larmer Street Howlong.  

 

c)  Melbourne Street ï Mulwala  

Works have commenced and are progressing well on the reconstruction of Melbourne 

Street Mulwala, between Bayly and Inglis Street.  The first stage of the works will be 

replacement of wa termains, installation of additional underground drainage and 

replacement of the kerb and gutter.  The RTA is funding this section of work subject 

to it being finished in the current financial year.  

 

d)  Bus Stops SH20 ï Corowa  

Works are continuing on the inst allation of bus bays on the Riverina Highway west of 

Hopefield Road.  

 

e)  A report on roads maintenance will be made to the July meeting.  

 

f)  Balldale Water Supply   

Survey and design is progressing on the proposal for a new bore supply to Balldale 

which will prov ide drinking water to a potable standard. (Water for the Future 

project).  

 

g)  Sports Grounds   

Survey and design is progressing on the sportsgrounds in Corowa, Mulwala and 

Howlong for renovation to a water efficient mode of operation. (Water for the Future 

pro ject).  
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For Councilôs information. 

 

3.  RURAL ROADS BUDGET  

 

Councilôs rural roadworks have concentrated on flood recovery sites which are funded 

through the Natural Disaster Declarations totalling approximately $2.7 million.  

 

This has had the effect of pres erving Councilôs local road maintenance funds in the order of 

approximately:  

 

 Rural Sealed Roads    $330,000  

 Rural Unsealed Roads   $200,000  

 

These funds should be considered for roads where flood funding is not eligible.  One road 

which is in this category  is Oak Lodge Road.  

 

This road was in a poor condition prior to the floods.  The recent damage caused by the 

floods has been claimed to the value of approximately $500,000.  

 

Rather than repair isolated patches, it would be efficient to reconstruct full sec tions of this 

road by Council contributing its own funds.  

 

An estimate has been prepared totalling $750,000 of Council funds to undertake 6 kms of 

the road, not including the flood funded sections within the same length of road.  

 

While the funds are insuff icient, the works would be trimmed to match available funds.  

 

RECOMMENDED that Council carries forward the unspent rural maintenance budgets for the 

reconstruction of Oak Lodge Road.  

 

4.  HOWLONG WEST DRAINAGE  

 

Messrs Leggett, Henderson and Matthews have wr itten to Council requesting Council 

assistance in reducing the flooding of their land.  

 

The drainage of this land has a long history with the former Hume Shire investigating a 

proposal in the mid 1990ôs following a flood event.  At the time these lands were part of the 

property known as ñSunburyò owned by Mr and Mrs Izon.  Hume Shire had set up a 

Drainage Sub Committee who was looking at several sites, this being one of them.  Mr Izon 

was a member of the Committee.   

 

The proposal was to create a drain from  Howlong Goombargana Road at Drew Lane down to 

the land in question, then south along Martin Street, entering the common and discharging 

to the Murray River.  

 

Council has sought the advice of former Hume Shire Engineer, Mr Peter Lenaghan, for 

clarification  on this subject.  

 

This proposal was never commenced due to a more detailed survey revealing that low areas 

of Howlong Goombargana Road would not drain in a southerly direction and that the 

approvals to discharge across the common and into the river were n ot granted as well as Mr 

Izon wanting the east/west drain to be placed along the Riverina Highway rather than the 

natural flow path within the subject land.  

 



COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA  21 JUNE 2011  PAGE  9 

   

 

   
 

DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICESô REPORT AS SUBMITTED TO AN ORDINARY MEETING 

OF THE COROWA SHIRE COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, COROWA ON 21 

JUNE 2011 . 

 

MAYOR     GENERAL MANAGER    

The culvert under the Howlong -Goombargana Road existed since the time of the roads 

construction at  least 60 years ago.  

 

From this advice and onsite inspections, I conclude that Council, including the former Hume 

Shire Council, has not contributed to the flooding of this land and therefore is not 

responsible for contributing to its improvement.  

 

The thr ee signatures to the letter are relatively new property owners of the site and I am 

advised some were informed of the natural water ponding by the former owner.  Although 

Mr Leggett claims to have been informed to the contrary, his acceptance of the purcha se of 

land is a buyer beware issue.  

 

Mr Leggett, in February, cut a drain across his land and a Crown road, discharging on the 

Crown road near the Riverina Highway.  This action was done without approval and has 

inadvertently caused the death of his neighb ours Lucerne crop. Council was informed of the 

situation and requested the drain be blocked until proper approval could be granted.  

 

Since this time, Council has received legal advice on the issue of rural drainage works, 

which concludes that Councilôs development application process is the most appropriate 

means of controlling works such as these.  This legal advice may warrant further Council 

discussion in the future.  

 

In my opinion, the work requested by Messrs Leggett, Henderson and Matthews, will be 

onerous in obtaining the necessary approvals and works to discharge into the river.  The 

extent of flooding is relatively small when considering the large number of drainage 

complaints received by Council in the past 8 months.  

 

A copy of the letter from Mess rs Leggett, Henderson and Matthews is attached to the 

agenda.  

 

For Councilôs consideration. 

 

5.  MAJORS CREEK 

 

Council received a letter from Warwick and Helen Ashby in relation to the drainage of their 

property ñWyseworthò. 

 

Similar to the previous report,  assertions are that the former Hume Shire has contributed to 

the flooding of this property.  The Ashbyôs are also relatively new property owners and 

appear to be relying on comments from others.  

 

Again Council met with the former Hume Shire Engineer, Pete r Lenaghan, who stated that a 

proposal was mooted to improve the waterway into the Riverina Highway crossing; however 

it did not go ahead as combined landowners consent was not achieved.  

 

There is evidence that localised drainage works were carried out on the property, however it 

is not clear by whom.  Regardless of whether work was done on private land by Council, the 

drain does not become the responsibility of Council unless it is formally accepted, usually 

through the creation of an easement.  

 

Majors Cre ek has a significant catchment of 142km ²  and was identified in the Howlong 

Drainage Study of September 1984 as having the potential to impact the township of 

Howlong by crossing the Kywong -Howlong Road as it is believed to have occurred in 1956.  

For this reason alone, Council may see benefit in any proposed drainage of Wyseworth and 

the properties up to the Burrumbuttock Road.  
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Council would need to have a flood report as well as landowner consensus and a funding 

source before committing to such a project.  

 

Whilst Majors Creek has a large catchment, its path is not well defined through Wyseworth 

and the properties to the immediate north.  

 

Wyseworth has three central pivot irrigators with a drain through the south western one and 

a drain on the north side of  the northern one.  It is reported that the northern pivot was 

inundated causing crop losses.  

 

The land to the west of the northern pivot is populated with mature River Red Gum trees 

indicating it is naturally a water logged site.  

 

These pivots have been e stablished since the drains were constructed and since the last 

major flood event.  

 

The drains proposed by Mr and Mrs Ashby are practical solutions to the problem, however, 

at this time there is no sound reason for Council to contribute towards them.  This  has been 

conveyed to Mr Ashby who proposes to undertake the construction at his own expense.  Mr 

Ashby was advised that legal advice was being sought as to what approval process is 

required to undertake drainage works.  

 

I suggest that now we have received  this advice, we write to Mr and Mrs Ashby to formally 

advise of the need for submission of a development application.  

 

Work on a water course of this size will require referral to State Departments for their 

consent.  

 

The letter from Mr and Mrs Ashby is a ttached to the agenda.  

 

For Councilôs consideration. 

 

6.  RESTRICTED ACCESS ROUTES ï 4.6m HIGH VEHICLES  

 

The gazettal of 4.6m high access routes for Corowa Shire was discussed at the Traffic 

Committee Meeting on 8 June last.  A map of existing approved rout es, marked in RED 

shows that there are few legal routes within the Shire, and some discontinuity.  Numerous 

4.6m high vehicles operate in and through Corowa Shire, particularly in the transport of 

stock.  

 

B-Double routes, which cover all rural roads in th e former Corowa Shire and some in the 

former Hume Shire, are not necessarily 4.6m high routes ï they are two entirely different 

restrictions.  Corowa Shire Council has always supported the transport industry in 

improvement to efficiency, and expansion of B -Double and 4.6m high vehicle routes is a link 

in this important transport chain.  

 

It is vital for transport operators to have legal access to some routes.  Unauthorised access 

can invite a fine of up to $1,000 but more importantly should an accident occur  on non -

approved routes involving a 4.6m high vehicle then insurance on a vehicle might be in 

jeopardy and if injury occurs then matters could become very messy.  Once gazetted 

Council has an obligation to ensure that the vehicle ñenvelopeò is maintained for two -way 

traffic at 4.6m high.  

 

At present it is proposed to seek gazettal of all sealed roads with a pavement width of 5.6m 

or more.  A map showing the proposed additional routes will be displayed.  The additional 

routes are marked in BLACK.  
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IT IS RECO MMENDED that Council seek gazettal of the following roads as 4.6m high routes:  

 

 State Road No. 314 ï Mulwala to Corowa  

 Savernake Road, from Mulwala to SH20 (Riverina Highway) at Savernake  

 Wandong Road, from SH20 at Savernake to Emu Park Road  

 Emu Park Road,  from Bull Plain Road to Wandong Road  

 Bull Plain Road,  from SR314 (Spring Drive) to Emu Park Road  

 Oak Lodge Road, from Emu Park Road to Narrow Plains Road  

 Norwonga Road, from Narrow Plains Road to Shire Boundary  

 Boat Rock Road, from Bull Plain Road to Shi re Boundary  

 Rennie Road, from Redlands Road to Bull Plain Road  

 Sloane Siding. Road from Savernake Road to Warmatta Road  

 McCurdies Lane, from Bull Plain Road to Savernake Road  

 Freyers Road, from SR314 to Settlers Road  

 Redlands Road, from SR314 (Honour Aven ue) to SH20  

 Honour Avenue (SR86) from SH20 to Murray River (Federation Bridge)  

 Hopefield Siding Road, from SH20 to Hopefield Road  

 Balldale -Coreen Road, from RR131 (Federation Way) to Mahonga Lane  

 Mahonga Lane, from Hopefield Road to Hill Top Road  

 Oil Tree Lagoon Road, from Hopefield Road to Balldale  

 Walbundrie Road, from Balldale to Shire Boundary  

 Brocklesby -Balldale Road, from Balldale to Shire Boundary  

 Howlong -Goombargana Road, from SH20 to Drew Lane  

 Drew Lane, from Howlong -Goombargana Road to RR370 (Kywo ng -Howlong Road)  

 RR290 (Sturt Street, Howlong), from Hawkins Street to Shire Boundary.  

 

7.  ROUTE LIGHTING ï SH20/SR86 INTERSECTION  

 

Council has made application to the RTA for Traffic Route Lighting of the intersection of 

SH20 (Albury Road) and SR86 (Honou r Avenue) ï 2CO corner.  

 

RTA has advised that Council is required to make a formal application for a Route Lighting 

Subsidy Initiation of Eligibility Proposal on the prescribed form.  Preparation of the 

application is being addressed by staff at present.  

 

For Councilôs information. 

 

8.  TRANSFER OF ROADS TO COUNCIL  

 

The Crown Lands office has advised that the transfer of a number of roads from the Crown 

to Council have been gazetted.  These are:  

 

 Former Crown lanes in Corowa;  

 Former Crown lanes in Mulwala;  

 Former crown lanes in Howlong;  

 Wilson Street Howlong.  

 

This increases Councilôs unsealed and unformed road lengths and a measurement will be 

carried out in the near future to add to road data in Councilôs Asset Register. 

 

For Councilôs information. 
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9.  RURAL ROAD NAMES  

 

A request has been made for the re -naming of DWYERôS ROAD west of Savernake.  Failing 

this the applicant requests that Council ñdonateò the original road sign ñLumeah Roadò for 

fixing to the property gate.  A copy of the applicantôs letter is attached to the agenda.  

 

When Council considered the naming of roads, it rarely changed names of roads that had 

been in existence for many years.  Dwyers was one of the roads that did not attract 

attention and was thus not re -named.  The road name was n ot gazetted in the past but is 

now the name adopted on all of our plans.  In recent times (possibly for the last ten to 

fifteen years) the road has been known a LUMEAH ROAD, and in fact was signposted as 

Lumeah Road.  Another factor to consider is that the  adjoining road in Berrigan Shire is 

known as AUBURN ROAD, and a property in Corowa Shire has its address as ñLumeahò, 

Auburn Road, Savernake.  

 

A brief search indicates that there may not be an historical reason for the name, but there 

are records of a fam ily ñOôDwyerò living in the district many years ago ï perhaps there was 

a drafting error on Councilôs early plans where the ñOò was missed when putting a name on 

the road.  

 

To change the name now will require substantial records changing with the possibili ty of 

error.  The following is a report from Asset Manager Terry McDonell relating to these issues:  

 

ñThis report is not intended to pass judgment on the validity of individual cases for 

changing road names, but rather to explain the current situation, and  reasons why 

any name change should be carefully considered before approval.  

Currently there is not one single road map or register that can claim to be 

authoritative.  Up until this point we have used a combination of maps and local 

knowledge to make deci sions on road names.  While this is usually sufficient, in the 

cases where there is not unilateral agreement between these sources it can be very 

difficult to determine why a name was used at any particular point in time.  While 

clerical errors may have le gitimately occurred in the past, this should only be 

assumed after all other possible reasons have been exhausted.  

The implications of changing a road name are quite wide - ranging and definitely 

should not be considered as simple as changing a signpost.  New road names need 

to be updated in numerous Council databases including physical and service 

addresses in the Rates database, address and location information in the Assets 

database, any references in Council GIS tables and in documentation for 

Development  Applications.  Outside of Council, this information needs to be passed 

on to the Lands Department, Emergency Services, and other Mapping Agencies (eg. 

GPS and web mapping providers).  The propagation of this data into all of these 

locations can take signi ficant time, and in some cases will never occur (eg. hard copy 

plans and letters relating to Development Applications).  While a road has more than 

one name used in the public domain, future confusion and errors will always be a 

possibility.ò 

 

Should this road name remain as DWYERS ROAD, or be changed to LUMEAH ROAD or 

AUBURN ROAD?  If a change is to be made the sooner it is done the better.  

 

For Councilôs consideration. 

 

10.  St MARYôS PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

St Maryôs Primary School requests Council consider the permanent closure of John Street 

between Alice Street and Mary Street to enable school children to safely access RSL Park for 

physical education purposes.  A copy of the request is included with the agenda.  
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In considering this Council may consider the adva ntages and disadvantages of such a 

closure.  

 

The advantages are almost entirely for the benefit of St Maryôs School and its pupils:  

 It gives unrestricted access to the RSL Park (which is NSW Government Railways 

property leased to Council) for school purp oses, and removes some through traffic 

from the western side of the school.  

 It provides free access to additional playing areas for students who have now 

restricted on -site areas due to what may be considered over -development of the 

school site.  

 Relieves t he responsibility of teachers who need to control children who are crossing 

a normally open public road.  

 

The disadvantages include:  

 

 The public is denied access to this public road for all time.  

 Changed traffic and pedestrian routes and additional travel distances.  

 Inconvenience to motorists and pedestrians.  

 

Prior to a decision being made it would be necessary for a road closure application to be 

made to the Lands Department, together with advertising and public notification.  

 

For Councilôs consideration. 

 

11.  MULWALA PROGRESS ASSOCIATION  

 

In April Council resolved that the actions and decisions taken following the Progress 

Association meetings of 7 March and 5 April 2011 be reported to the Association and to 

Councillors.  

 

Matters raised by this committee for Council action or consideration:  

 

March  

 General repair to areas photographed by committee.  

 

April  

 A new seat has been ordered from Furphyôs Shepparton for Melbourne Street 

drinking fountain but has not yet been received.   

 

May  

 Rubbish bins were not s upplied to Kyffens Reserve at Easter due to confusion 

over what bins were to be used and how they were to be fixed on site.  On my 

return from leave bins with temporary fixing were installed and later replaced 

with more permanent bins.  

 Diggers Park walking  path to be edged -  details of edging method being supplied 

to committee.  

 

For Councilôs information. 

 

12.  COROWA SALEYARDS EFFLUENT MANAGEMENT PROJECT 

 

Final commissioning of the centre pivot irrigator has not been finalised due to outstanding 

work on the  inlet pipe.  Consequently the final claim for payment to the contractor has not 

been made.  A new irrigation transfer pump has had to be purchased as the contract 

specified pump has not been adequate.  Cost $6,500+ GST.  A new davit crane 
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arrangement for removal of this pump is also to be installed as the existing arrangement is 

unworkable.  The estimated cost for this davit is $5,000.  Some other minor work remains 

outstanding.  

 

For Councilôs information. 

 

13.  TENDERS -  PLANT PURCHASE ï BACKHOE  

 

Tenders for the purchase of a backhoe were called using the Local Government Procurement 

process.  Tenders closed on 2 June 2011.  

 

A summary of tenders received and a recommendation will be tabled at the meeting.  

 

For Councilôs information. 

 

14.  PLANT PURCHASE ï ROAD STABILIZING MACHINE  

 

At a recent Auction of used roadmaking equipment in Wagga Wagga, Council had the 

opportunity to purchase a used road stabilizing machine.  An investigation of the history of 

this machine was made and a projected purchase price was given by the auctioneers.  

 

The Engineers have been considering the value of in -house stabilizing of roads particularly 

since the flooding events of the past year, and considering the cost and availability of 

contract stabilizing equipment.  

 

As the auction  was held prior to a Council meeting there was no opportunity to have Council 

consider the purchase and approve the expenditure.  With the approval of the Mayor and 

General Manager Mr Carmichael and Councilôs Workshop Supervisor attended the auction 

and pu rchased the machine.  It will be re - furbished (and only minor work is necessary) and 

used on flood damage repairs commencing in the very near future.  

 

The cost of the machine was very reasonable at net $80,000.  

 

IT IS RECOMMENDED that Council approve the a ctions of the Mayor, General Manager and 

Director of Engineering Services in the purchase of this used road stabilizing machine.  

 

15.  COROWA SEWERAGE TREATMENT WORKS  

 

PWD is being requested to provide a fee proposal to prepare a preliminary design for this  

project.  This is to define the project sufficiently to allow Stage 1, being the use of recycled 

water at the Racecourse, to progress on the short time frame attached to the grant for this 

work.  

 

For Councilôs information. 

 

16.  LOWE SQUARE MANAGEMENT  

 

The Lowe Square sports clubs and stakeholders have met to formulate a new Management 

Committee after the completion of the Lowe Square Master Plan project.  Interested parties 

met on 18 May 2011 and again on 15 June 2011 to agree on the structure and objectiv es of 

a Management Committee.  

 

With input from Council management it was decided that the Committee of Management 

should be an Advisory Committee to Council, endorsed by Council, but to be neither a 

Section 355 committee nor an incorporated committee. It would be responsible for 

coordinating all sporting activity and managing the day to day operations and maintenance 
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of the reserve. All finances would be held and authorised by Council officers on 

recommendation from the committee.  

 

IT IS RECOMMENDED that:  

 

 A Committee of Management (COM) be formed to be known as the Lowe Square 

Committee of Management and to comprise one representative from each 

stakeholder body, these being:  

 

- Pony Club  

- Tennis Club  

- Netball Club  

- Senior Football Club  

- Junior Football Club  

- Cri cket Club  

- Little Athletics  

- CSC Councillor  

- CSC Parks and Gardens  

 

 The COM meet each quarter, meetings to be held in February, May, August, 

November, on the second Tuesday at 7.00 pm at the Football Clubhouse, and that 

special meetings be called when requir ed.  

 

 Office Bearers would comprise Chair, Deputy Chair and Secretary/Treasurer who 

would form an Executive authorised to make day to day decisions between COM 

meetings.  The election of Office Bearers would be undertaken annually by the COM 

at the May meet ing.  The Office Bearers for the first year to be:  

 

- Chair ï David Longley  

- Deputy Chair ï Vic Robinson  

- Secretary/Treasurer ï Doug Neilson  

 

 The COM conduct its meetings according to proper meeting procedures, that each 

member club be represented by any one p erson with one vote only to give a total of 

9 votes for any recommendation.  All decisions to be minuted and endorsed at 

normal Council meetings.  

 

 Meetings be open to any interested person or group and that minutes be circulated 

to specific interest groups  being Tidy Towns (now officially defunct), RSL, Skate Park 

group (fundraiser), School, Golf Club.  

 

 All finances to be conducted through the Council bank account and expenditure 

approval to be by authorised Council officer subject to recommendation from CO M 

Treasurer.  

 

 The objectives of the COM to be:  

 

- Provide strategic direction for the overall management of Lowe Square.  

- Promote the facilities of Lowe Square to the greater Howlong community and 

district.  

- Facilitate and convey effective communications betwe en all user groups with the 

involvement of all user groups in the management process.  

- Assist with the implementation of development plans for Lowe Square and 

associated capital works projects.  

- Oversee and identify matters related to all maintenance and rep air issues in 

conjunction with Corowa Shire Council.  
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- Assist all user groups in regard to incorporation matters and associated legal 

requirements.  

- Identify the availability of grants within the 3 tiers of government and from non -

government entities.  Assist  user groups in the preparation of grant applications 

where applicable.  

- Provide guidance to all user groups in regard to matters related to risk 

management.  

- Ensure effective and inter -active communication between the COM and the 

Council.  

 

17.  HOWLONG LOWE SQUARE MASTER PLAN 

 

Following Councilôs endorsement of the draft Howlong Lowe Square Master Plan, this was 

placed on public exhibition and further consultation undertaken.  

 

The public exhibition period was conducted from 20 April through to 23 May 2011; ho wever 

this was extended to allow some additional submissions.  

 

Consultation included a second workshop with key stakeholders/user groups of Lowe Square 

and involved the presentation of the draft plan which was held on the evening of 20 April 

2011.  

 

Feedbac k from nine individuals/groups was received and all feedback has been considered 

by the project steering committee at a meeting held on 7 June.  For Councilôs 

information, please see the attached minutes of this meeting and summary of all 

feedback received .  

 

Most feedback related to the Playground at Lowe Square, expressing disappointment that 

the upgrade and extension of this playground was not given a higher priority within the 

plan.  As a result, the committee have increased the priority level of this pr oject.  

 

Other changes made as a result of feedback to the draft Master Plan include:  

 

 The preferred location for the future site of the Netball Courts was confirmed as being 

near the Swimming Pool.  This was to be a long term priority and Geo tech 

investig ation on the existing site was removed as a priority.  

 Consideration of relocating Little Athletics (shot put, etc) to alongside the second oval 

(within the dog off leash area).   

 

The final Master Plan is included with the agenda and is now presented to Co uncil for 

consideration and adoption.  This includes the Master Plan document, an A3 Master Plan 

map and a summary of estimated costings/priorities.  

 

RECOMMENDED that Council adopt the final Master Plan which sets out the priorities for the 

development and  improvement of Lowe Square for the next ten years.  

 

18.  AERODROME RESEAL 

 

The outstanding seal of the short runway (14/32) has been completed before the grant of 

$50,000 for the project was withdrawn.  Normally sealing work of this nature is not done so 

late in the year when temperatures are so low.  Attempting to do the work was also a risk 

because of the soft pavement conditions that caused the failure when the work was 

attempted in March last year, but this was thoroughly checked prior to work being 

aut horised.  
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The work was completed but complete rolling of the seal was suspended as pavement 

movement was occurring.  With loose stone on the runway it is unsafe for aircraft to use 

because of damage loose stones cause to aircraft.  It is proposed that the runway remained 

closed until next summer when hot weather conditions will allow stone compaction with 

further rolling.  

 

For Councilôs information. 

 

18.  HOWLONG STW BORE MONITORING  

 

Coffey Geotechnics have provided a fee proposal to undertake continuing gro undwater 

monitoring at the Howlong STW to establish groundwater conditions around the STW ponds 

to confirm water tightness of ponds and any impact on the groundwater being caused by 

the treatment plant.  The proposed fee is $6,981 +GST.  

 

IT IS RECOMMENDED that groundwater monitoring be undertaken by Coffey for the amount 

of $6,981 + GST.  

   JJ BABBS 

   DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES  
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ATTACHMENT NO. 1.  
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ATTACHMENT NO. 2.  
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ATTACHMENT NO. 3.  
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