
COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA  16 MARCH 2010  PAGE  1 

   

 

   

 

GENERAL MANAGERôS REPORT AS SUBMITTED TO AN ORDINARY MEETING OF THE 

COROWA SHIRE COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER S, COROWA ON 16 MARCH 

2010 . 

 

MAYOR     GENERAL MANAGER    

GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT. 

 Council Chambers  

 COROWA  2646  

 11 March 2010  

 

Mayor and Councillors  

Corowa Shire Council.  

 

Councillors,  

 

I submit for your information and instructions where necessary the following report for the 

period ending 16 March 2010.  

 

1. SENIORS WEEK  

 

In accordance with Councilôs resolution arrangements have been made to hold Seniors Week 

functions in Corowa and Mulwala during Seniors Week.  

 

The Corowa function for Corowa and Howlong residents will be held on Tuesday 23 March 

2010 in the  Memorial Hall commencing at 1.30 pm and the Mulwala function will be held at 

the Lake Mulwala Hotel commencing at 12 noon on Wednesday 24 March 2010.  

 

For Councilôs information. 

 

2.  SHIRES ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE  

 

This years Shires Association Conference w ill be held from the 31 May to 2 June 2010.  

 

The conference will be preceded by the LGMA Forum on the 31 May with the conference 

commencing that evening and running through until Wednesday 2 June.  

 

Councilôs voting delegate at the conference is the Mayor and Councilôs Corporate Plan 

provides for the Mayor and Deputy Mayor and General Manager with a further Councillor 

nominated by Council to attend the conference.  Council also supports Councillor Bottôs 

attendance at the conference as a past President of th e Association.  

 

RECOMMENDED that in accordance with Councilôs Corporate Plan Council confirm its 

attendance at the Shires Association Conference and nominate representatives to attend the 

Conference and LGMA Forum.  

 

3.  BENALLA TO OAKLANDS RAIL LINE  

 

Advice  has been received from the Victorian Department of Transport that trains will 

recommence running on the Benalla to Oaklands rail line from the weekend of 6 March 

2010.  

 

The Victorian Government has invested $16.5M into the standardisation and upgrading of  

the 126 kilometres of the Benalla to Oaklands rail freight line as part of the Victorian 

Governmentôs $38.7M Silver lines package. 

 

On the Victorian Government announcing in 2008 its intention to standardise the main line 

from Seymour to Wodonga this Coun cil lobbied for the standardisation of the Benalla to 

Oaklands freight line to enable the movement of grain by rail from the region.  
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It is very pleasing the Victorian Government listened to Council and other stakeholders in 

lobbying for the standardisatio n of the line and the work has now been completed prior to 

the 2010 harvest.  

 

RECOMMENDED that Council again thank and congratulate the Victorian Government for 

undertaking this rail upgrade for the benefit of the region.  

 

4.  RURAL FIRE SERVICE  

 

At the rec ent Liaison Committee the Corowa Rural Fire Service budget for the next four 

years was approved.  

 

Included with the agenda is a copy of the budget estimates for the years 2010 through to 

2014.  

 

RECOMMENDED that Council confirm the Rural Fire Service budget s for 2010/11 through to 

2013/14 as agreed to by the Zone Liaison Committee.  

 

5.  DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT  

 

A division of Local Government is hosting a briefing seminar for Mayors and General 

Managers on Tuesday 4 May 2010 at Parliament House, Sydney.  

 

The Minister for Local Government, The Hon. Barbara Perry MP will be giving the opening 

address at the seminar.  The representatives from Local Government attending will be 

provided the opportunity to hear key information on current issues in Local Gover nment 

directly from the heads of various NSW State Government agencies.  

 

The briefing session is open to Mayors and General Managers only and confirmation of 

attendance is required by 25 March next.  

 

For Councilôs consideration. 

 

6.  WORKSHOP 

 

Arrangements are in hand for the two day workshop to be held at Bright on the 30 and 31 

March next.  

 

The details and agenda for the workshop will be forwarded to Councillors in the week prior 

to the workshop.  

 

For Councilôs information. 

 

7.  MEETING DAY  

 

10.00am  Ms Chri stine Stewart, North East Victoria & Southern NSW Tourism Forum will 

  be making a presentation to Council.  

 

  3.00pm  Mr Malcolm Bruce, Rennie Reserves Trust will be addressing Council on the 

current financial position and funding issues at the Reserve.  

 

8.  COMMON SEAL.  

 

The following documents have had the Common Seal of Council affixed since the last 

meeting and require confirmation by Council: -  
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10.03.10  Howlong Medical Centre ï Deed of Assignment lease.  

 

9.  RAFFLES. 

 

Relay for Life     17.02.10.  

Corowa Line Dancers    18.02.10, 19.02.10.  

Corowa Cancer Support   20.02.10.  

Federation Arts Committee   22.02.10, 23.02.10, 24.02.10, 25.02.10, 26.02.10, 

      27.02.10, 08.03.10, 09.03.10, 10.03.10, 

11.03.10,       12.03.10.  

Corowa Lions Club    01.03.10.  

Friends o f the Library    02.03.10, 03.03.10, 04.03.10, 05.03.10.  

Dennis Ratcliff    06.03.10.  

RSL Womenôs Auxiliary  13.03.10, 14.03.10, 15.03.10, 16.03.10.  

 

10.  STREET STALLS. 

 

Oolong Auxiliary    20.02.10.  

Howlong Tennis Club    27.02.10.  

Howlong Anglers Club   06.03 .10.  

St Maryôs School Book Launch 06.03.10.  

Howlong Rose & Garden Club  13.03.10.  

 

 

 BJ CORCORAN 

 GENERAL MANAGER 
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CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES REPORT .  

 Council Chambers  

 COROWA  2646  

 11 March 2010  

 

General Manager  

Corowa Shire Council  

 

Dear Sir  

 

I  submit for your information and instructions where necessary the following report for the 

period ending 16 March 2010.  

 

1.  RECONCILIATION AS AT 26 FEBRUARY 2010  

 

Balance as per Bank Statement :  

 

General Account    0000 0022   $       23,743.03  

Business Onl ine Saver Account  1042522   $   2,723,656.94  

Cash Deposit Account (CDA)  

 

Investments       $ 10,340,202.12  

 

       Sub Total  $ 13,287,602.09  

 

Plus Deposits not yet lodged   

Corowa  26 -02 -10  $  40,416.23  

Mulwala  24 -02 -10  $      457.95  

  25 -02 -10  $   1,054.40  

Howlong     

      $  41,928.58  

 

       Sub Total  $ 13,329,530.67  

 

Less Unpresented Cheques     $       30,843.19  

 

Balance as per General Ledger    $ 13,298,687.48  

 

2.  INVESTMENTS HELD 26 FEBRUARY 2010  

 

The attached list of investment securities is held as at 26  February 2010.  Investment of 

funds on behalf of Council has been undertaken in accordance with the Local Government 

Act and Regulations.  

 

 

 ID RICH  

 DIRECTOR CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES  
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INVESTMENTS  
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ENGINEERING SERVICES REPORT . 

 

   Council Chambers  

   COROWA  2646  

   11 March 2010  

 

The General Manager  

Corowa Shire Council  

 

Dear Sir  

 

I submit for your information and instructions where necessary the following report for the 

period ending 16 March 2010.  

 

1.  MATTERS REFERRED FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING  

 

All matters referred from the February meeting have been attended to or are reported upon 

separately.  

 

For Councilôs information. 

 

2.  WORKS IN PROGRESS  

 

(a)  Alfred Street Reconstruction -  Corowa  

Installation of the underground drainage in Alfred  Street is now complete.  

Excavation and removal of the old road pavement is also complete.  Installation of 

kerb & gutter has been delayed due to unseasonal rain.  

The cost of completing Alfred Street in the current financial year is estimated to be in 

th e order of $240, 000.  This is $140,000 over the original vote of $100,000.  

Additional costs have arisen due to the difficulties of construction around the trees in 

the street.  As part of the construction process it has been necessary to heavily 

prune so me of the trees to maintain public safety.  

A final seal applied within 12 months will cost an additional $14,000.  

(b)  Cemetery Road Stormwater Drainage -  Corowa  

Work has commenced on the drainage storage and retardation dam.  Once again 

delays have occurred du e to the rain.  

(c)  Saleyards Roundabout Drainage -  Corowa  

Work is now complete on the installation of underground drainage on this site.  

(d)  Sturt Street Watermain Replacement -  Howlong  

Work is now complete on replacement of the watermain in Sturt Street Howlong 

between Clarke Street West and Hawkins Street.  

(e)  Meredith Street Drainage Improvements -  Howlong  

Work is commenced and continuing with difficulty, on drainage improvements to 

Meredith Street Howlong.  

(f)  Hawdon Court Construction -  Howlong  

Design is complete a nd drainage pipes have been delivered to the site.  Work will 

commence when the Meredith Street works are complete.  

(g)  Road maintenance grading since January has included the following roads:  

 

Jones Road  Sanger Darcy Road  Nixon Road  

Bullicourt Road  Carroll L ane  Corona Road  

Lilydale Road  Morningside Road  Lavis Road  
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Tom Roberts Road  Browns Road  Waramatta Road  

Sandy Ridges Road  Hanrahans Road  Coles Road  

McCartneys Lane  Mahonga Lane  Coreenvale Road  

Pattersons Road  Settlers Road  Fergusons Lane  

Balldale Stree ts  Corowa Streets  Little Bull Plain Road  

Sandford Road  Playfords Road  Jamiesons Road  

 

Other small roads leading off some of the above have also been done.  

 

In addition to this:  

 

 1km of Sanger Darcy Road has been formed and gravel sheeted as stage 1 of 

a program to make this road all -weather.  

 Spring Drive has had 5km of shoulder grading which required additional 

gravel in places and re - sealing has been completed on behalf of the RTA.  

 Regional Road 550 being Tocumwal Road shoulder construction is well 

unde rway.  Heavy rainfall combined with poor drainage options may affect 

how much more can be achieved.  The section from Old Barooga Road to 

Savernake Road is programmed for overlay construction next year under the 

Repair Program.  Temporary seal widening wil l be placed on the shoulders 

until that time.  

 

For Councilôs information. 

 

3.  RAILWAY PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS  

 

Estimates of cost have been prepared for the provision of pedestrian crossing facilities over 

the Oaklands -Benalla railway line at Bayly Street and Gulai Road Mulwala.  These estimates 

are as follows:  

 

 Bayly Street   $20,300  

 Gulai Road   $22,500  

 

Application will now be made for funding assistance from RTA.  Any funding will be limited 

to 50% of the estimated cost with Council meeting the remaining 50% .  There will be a 

condition on any grant from RTA that the funds be expended by 30 June 2010.  

 

For Councilôs consideration. 

 

4.  RURAL ADDRESSING  

 

Proposed new road names have been advertised and the Geographical Names Board (GNB) 

has been advised.  Follow ing replies from the public and the GNB a report will be forwarded 

to Council for consideration.  

 

For Councilôs information. 

 

5.  PLANT QUOTATIONS  

 

Quotations for the purchase of a 6 tonne tipping truck have been received and are 

summarised in the Commerci al in Confidence Report to Council.  

 

IT IS RECOMMENDED that:  

 

1.  Council purchase one only Mitsubishi -Fuso Six Tonne Tipper from Border City Truck 

Centre, fitted with a Nelmac body.  
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2.  Council authorise the Director Engineering Services to fit the vehicle with a ppropriate 

retractable tarpaulin kit and towing equipment to a cost of up to $5,000.  

3.  Council retain the Mitsubishi Tipper Reg. No. TDK287.  

6.  COROWA SALEYARDS 

 

The new administrative building has been completed and subject to approval to occupy 

becomes op erational on Monday 15 March 2010.  This building will be a great asset and 

should provide an excellent service to the Saleyards clients.  

 

Council may wish to hold an opening ceremony to formally commission the building, and if it 

elects to do so I suggest  that a Monday sale day at 11.00am would be appropriate.  

 

For Councilôs consideration. 

 

7.  SALEYARDS OPERATIONS  

 

Operations at the Saleyards are going to exceed the budgeted allowance in three areas.  

 

(i)  The Records Management building is nearing completion a nd costs have increased on 

the tendered amount as additional building compliance costs have been necessary.  

(ii)  The Records Management operation budget is being exceeded due to the need to 

increase from two to three operators during larger sales.  This has res ulted in 

approximately $8000 in additional charges for software, the purchase of a laptop 

computer and additional wages of approximately $4000 for a third staff member.  

(iii)  The Saleyards Operations is being exceeded due to a number of medium sized 

maintenance items including:   

 

 The replacement of a condemned light pole;  

 The removal of two large gum trees;  

 The repair of fencing and concrete damaged by the trees;  

 The installation of concrete surfacing around fence posts.  

 

These increased costs can be offset by th e increased income above the budgeted, as sheep 

put through mid -year was just under 250,000 head.  

 

The final estimated cost will be prepared for the General Manager for inclusion in the final 

quarter budget review.  

 

For Councilôs information. 

 

8.  VICTORIAN  SALEYARDS CONFERENCE 

 

The 2010 Victorian Saleyards Conference is scheduled to be held in Swan Hill on 4, 5 and 6 

August 2010.  Council is normally represented at this conference by Councillor Longmire 

and Councilôs Mr Shane King. 

 

For Councilôs information.  

 

9.  STAFF AS VOLUNTEERS  

 

A letter has been received from the Corowa Rescue Squad Inc. advising that a Council 

Works Staff member is an active member of the Corowa -Rutherglen Search and Rescue 

Squad.  This means that on occasions the staff member may be called to attend incidents 

during normal working hours.  
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The squad asks Council to recognise the value of this voluntary rescue organisation and the 

time given by the volunteers.  Although it is not specifically asked for in the letter, the 

intent is to r equest Council to continue to pay the memberôs wages should he be called to 

an incident.  

 

There will be very few occasions where incidents will require staff to be away during normal 

working hours, and I am sure Council is aware of the valuable service tha t these volunteers 

give to the community.  Council does grant leave with pay to members of the Rural Fire 

Service who may be called to service during normal working hours.  

 

For Councilôs consideration. 

 

10.  CAR PARKING PROPOSAL ï HOWLONG 

 

Mr Jim Edwards ow ns a vacant portion of land in Howlong that is constantly used by the 

public for car parking.  The land is part of Lot 1 DP1123648 and adjoins the sealed car 

parking area at the IGA supermarket.  

 

Mr Edwards advises he is constantly requested to maintain th e surface of the vacant land, 

although it is not a car park but private vacant land.  He does not particularly wish to deny 

the use of the land to the Howlong public and shoppers and seeks Council consideration to it 

being formally made into a car park.  H e suggests that Council consider the following:  

 

 Council lease the land for a 5 year (renewable) period as a car park;  

 The lease be a nominal $1 per annum, payable on demand;  

 Either party can discharge the lease on 3 months notice;  

 Mr Edwards to continue t o meet all rates and charges;  

 The cost of establishing the lease to be shared equally.  

Should Council agree to this proposal it would be providing off - street parking for an 

estimated 40 vehicles (many of whom use the area on a daily basis at present), and would 

become responsible for routine maintenance of the gravelled surface.  There is no intention 

to upgrade the surface, but it does require some minor filling and grading at the moment.  

 

For Councilôs consideration. 

 

11.  VANDALISM  

 

The following list det ails only items of significant vandalism that have been reported to the 

Police in the past year:  

 

 Graffiti on Corowa Skate Park and Bridge Road culvert -  $800  

 Graffiti on Howlong bus shelter and Memorial Park toilets -  $900  

 Road signs damaged and removed ï $1,200  

 Loader damage by vandals -  $1,200  

 Toy Library damage -  $1,000  

 Lowe Square cenotaph -  $1,000  

 Memorial Park lights -  $800  

 Toy library window -  $100  

 Works caravan at Mulwala -  $500  

 Graffiti in Guy St & Sauvignon Drive -  $1,000  

 Graffiti Queen St toile ts -  $500  

 Memorial Park lights -  $1000  

 Pump and Trailer theft -  $5,000  

 Drainage Pits in Redlands Rd -  $800  

 Graffiti Mulwala toilet block -  $3,000  
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 Vandal damage to grader -  $2,500  

 Mulwala tree vandal damage -  $2,500.  

For Councilôs information. 

 

12.  COROWA RAIL TRAIL AND WETLANDS DEVELOPMENT PLAN  

 

A draft landscape plan has been completed for the development of the Corowa Loop of the 

Murray to Mountains Rail Trail and incorporates the development of the Corowa Wetlands.  

 

Background information relating to the se projects is included with the agenda.  

 

The need for this plan has been discussed for some time and strongly supported by the 

Corowa Rotary Club.  

 

Councilôs application to the Australian Government Community Infrastructure Fund for this 

project has been successful and will provide $40,000 towards the implementation of 

components of this plan.  

 

A further application has been made to the Roads and Traffic Authority through the 

Cycleway Program to secure $50,000 to support establishment of the Corowa Loop of  the 

Rail Trail and wetlands loop.  The outcome of this application will not be known until the 

new financial year.  

 

This master plan will assist to secure further funding and community support to achieve its 

eventual implementation.  

 

The Murray Catchment Management Authority has been approached in relation to 

supporting this project and a full project briefing will take place in the hope of a partnership 

being formed.  

 

The Corowa and District Landcare Group and the Corowa Rotary Club will be consulted as 

the next step and a ñwalk and talkò overview of the plan will be scheduled one evening in 

late March/early April.  

 

For Councilôs information. 

 

13.  COROWA AIRPORT RESURFACING  

 

Councilôs original budget for this work was $90,000 and an additional grant of $50,000 has 

been secured.  

 

Due to the need to cater for more frequent car race events, the surfacing design was 

reconsidered.  The treatment proposed is a second seal coat and increased bitumen rubber 

content.  

 

The estimated costs now are:  

 

     Pre- seal trea tment      $30,000  

     Reseal 10mm @ 10 parts rubber    $94,000  

     Second Coat 5mm seal     $11,000  

     Linemarking, Rolling, Admin     $10,000  

          $145,000  

 

Any expenditure exceeding the $140,000 budget can utilise the airport development budget 

as the user groups have agreed that the runway is of the highest priority.  
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Sealing works commenced on Wednesday 1O March 2010 revealing a weak sub -grade, most 

likely exacerbated by the heavy rainfall of the previous week.  Sealing works are delayed 

until the  pavement dries out.  Some structural damage has occurred which will require the 

closure of the runway until repaired.  

 

For Councilôs information. 

 

14.  WATER SERVICE REQUEST  

 

The developer of Viscount Gardens, Tocumwal Road, Mulwala has proposed an avenue of 

trees consisting of Queensland Brush Box in the central median and garden beds at the 

previously approved entrance walls.  He is prepared to undertake this planting at his own 

expense.  

 

He has requested Council provide a water service to these areas.  A s no service was 

installed at the time of the development, it is now more expensive to under bore the roads. 

Council estimates the work at approx $10,000.  

 

The installation of this ought to have been done at the time of development.  

 

The developer has unde rtaken additional tree plantings beyond the requirements of the 

Development Approval and Council does not have any liability towards these as they were 

located within the properties.  

 

This avenue should be planted to beautify and enhance the entrance to th is large 

development.  The tree species chosen are suitable, provided water is available for 

establishment and during extended dry periods.  

 

IT IS RECOMMENDED that Council contribute half cost towards the installation of a water 

service.  

 

15.  STREET GARBAGE COLLECTION AND TREE MAINTENANCE  

 

The budgets for street garbage collection and tree maintenance are nearly expended.   

 

A detailed report will be presented next month following further investigation.  

 

For Councilôs information. 

 

 

   JJ BABBS 

   DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES  
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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES REPORT . 

 

Council Chambers  

COROWA  2646  

11 March 2010  

 

The General Manager  

Corowa Shire Council.  

 

Dear Sir  

 

I submit for your information and instructions where necessary the following report for the 

period endi ng 16 March 2010.  

 

1.  BUILDINGS . 

 

The following construction certificates are listed for Council perusal.  

 

2009/275  65 Corowa Road Mu lwala  Dwelling Additions & Shed  

2009/302  12 2 Sturt Street Howlong  Dwelling  

2010/003  20 -24 Steel Street Co rowa  Whisky & Cho colate Factory  

2010/017  Little B ull Plain Road Mulwala  Dwelling  

2010/01 9 197 Church Street Corowa  Shed  

2010/028  60 Melbour ne Street Mulwala  Swimming Pool  

2010/029  138 M elbourne Street Mulwala  Carport  

2010/0 30  5 Acacia Court Corowa  Garage  

2010/032  24 River Street Corowa  Garage Renovation  

2010/031  103 Tower Street Corowa  Dwelling  

2010/033  143 Wanstead Street Corowa  Shed  

2010/034  161 -169 Jude Street Howlong  Garage  

2010/035  61-63 East Street Howlong  Garage  

2010/039  26 Pell St reet Howlong  Dwelling Additions  

2010 /040  141 -159 G olf Club Drive Howlong  Dwelling  

2010/042  119 Katrina Ci rcuit Corowa  Dwelling Additions  

2010/043  20 Coobah Road Mulwala  Dwelling  

 

  TOTAL     $1,437,571.00  

 

2.  DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 2010/4 ï 2 X OUTDOOR PIGGERIES  

 LOT 404 DP 753734 HUDSONôS ROAD AND LOTS 268 & 436 DP 753734 CNR 

 CORONA & NULLA NULLA ROADS  

 

(1)  BACKGROUND 

 

Development consent is sought by Rivalea (Australia) to develop 2 outdoor piggeries at Lots 

404, 268 and 436 DP 753734 each with 190 sows plus suckers.  

 

Each piggery will co nsist of a series of paddocks (triangular and not exceeding 20 ha in 

total) that will be used in rotation with areas designated for summer and winter use.  

 

Pigs will have access to moveable eco shelters in each paddock and will receive 

supplementary feed.  

 

The development sites are part of the existing Rivaleaôs Corowa property.  Although these 

sites being outdoor piggeries are different to the type of existing piggeries on the property, 



COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA  16 MARCH 2010  PAGE  13  

   

 

   
 

DIRECTOR ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICESô REPORT AS SUBMITTED TO AN ORDINARY 

MEETING OF THE COROWA SHIRE COUNCIL HELD IN TH E COUNCIL CHAMBE RS, COROWA 

ON 16 MARCH 2010 . 

 

MAYOR     GENERAL MANAGER    

the number of pigs at the outdoor piggeries will not increase the numb er of pigs able to be 

housed on the property i.e. 250,000.  

 

The 2 sites are on land that is zoned 1 (a) (General Rural Zone).  Intensive livestock 

keeping establishments are permitted with Council consent.  

 

(2)  STATUTORY CONTROLS 

 

The controls affecting ac tivities on this property are encompassed in:  

 

 Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979  

 Corowa Local Environmental Plan 1989  

 Environmental Protection Licence ï 1399 (Department of Environment, Climate 

Change and Water)  

 

Environmental Planning and Ass essment Act 1979  

 

The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 require that the consent authority 

takes into account the following matters as are of relevance in its determination of a 

development application.  

 

(a)  (i)  Any environmental planning instrume nt, and  

(ii)  Any draft environmental instrument that is or has been placed on public  

 exhibition and details of which have been notified to the consent authority 

 (unless the Director -General has notified the consent authority that the 

 making of the draft  instrument has been deferred indefinitely or has not been 

 approved), and  

(iii)  Any development control plan, and any planning agreement that has been 

 entered into under section 93F, or any draft planning agreement that a 

 developer has offered to enter into under section 93F, and  

(iv)  The regulations (to the extent that they prescribe matters for the purpose of 

 this paragraph) that apply to the land to which the development application 

 applies.  

(b)  The likely impacts of that development, including environm ental impacts on both the 

natural and built environments, and social and economic impacts in the locality,  

(c)  The suitability of the site for the development,  

(d)  Any submissions made in accordance with this Act or the regulations,  

(e)  The public interest.  

 

Council h as determined that as the number of pig units on the total site does not exceed the 

number specified in the Environmental Protection Licence and that each individual site 

contains less than 299 sows, the development application need only be accompanied by a 

Statement of Environmental Effects rather than an Environmental Impact Statement.  

 

Corowa Local Environmental Plan 1979 (LEP)  

 

Pursuant to the provisions and requirements of the LEP, the land is zoned as 1 (a) (General 

Rural Zone).  

 

The objectives of thi s zone are to promote the proper management and utilization of 

resources by:  

 

(a)  Protecting, enhancing and conserving:  

(i)  Agricultural land in a manner which sustains its efficient and effective 

agricultural production potential,  
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(ii)  Soil stability by controlling an d locating development in accordance with soil 

capacity,  

(iii)  Forests of existing and potential commercial value for timber production,  

(iv)  Valuable deposits of minerals, coal, petroleum and extractive materials by 

controlling the location of development for other purposes in order to ensure 

the efficient extraction of those deposits,  

(v)  Trees and other vegetation in environmentally sensitive areas where the 

conservation of the vegetation is significant for scenic amenity or natural 

wildlife habitat or is likely to con trol land degradation,  

(vi)  Water recourses for use in the public interest,  

(vii)  Areas of significance for nature conservation, including areas with rare plants, 

wetlands and significant habitat, and  

(viii)  Places and buildings of archaeological or heritage significance, i ncluding the 

protection of aboriginal relics and places.  

(b)  Preventing the unjustified development of prime crop and pasture land for purposes 

other than agriculture,  

(c)  Facilitating farm adjustments,  

(d)  Minimizing the cost to the community of:  

(i)  Fragmented and isola ted development of rural land, and  

(ii)  Providing, extending and maintaining public amenities and services, and  

(e)  Providing land for future urban development, for rural residential development and 

for development for other non -agricultural purposes, in accordanc e with the need for 

that development.  

 

Intensive livestock keeping establishments are permissible development with the consent of 

Council.  

 

Environmental Protection Licence  

 

The proposed developments are located on premises already licensed by the EPA for the 

operation of an intensive piggery facility.  This proposal does not alter or amend any 

requirement contained within the Environmental Protection Licence held by the proponent.  

 

(3)  PUBLIC CONSULTATION  

 

The development application has been advertised i n accordance with Councilôs Notification 

Policy.  

 

Letters of objection were received from 6 occupiers/owners of land on Corona Road.  Three 

of the 6 objections were received outside of the response period, however all items listed 

were considered as part o f the assessment process.  The main/common issues raised by the 

objectors were:  

 

 Noise;  

 Dust;  

 Odour;  

 Surface water runoff; and  

 Traffic.  

 

Other concerns included:  

 

 Location description;  

 Number of animals;  

 Distance from dwellings;  

 Impact on aquifer; and  

 Deficiencies in SEE.  
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Copies of the objections are included in the agenda.  

 

(4)  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT  

 

The application is supported by a Statement of Environmental Effects (SEE) which addresses 

the following environmental issues:  

 

 Odour;  

 Dust;  

 Surface waters ;  

 Ground waters;  

 Noise;  

 Soils;  

 Waste;  

 Flora;  

 Fauna;  

 Traffic;  

 Buffer distances; and  

 Production logistics.  

 

Following initial assessment of the SEE and examining the objectorôs items further 

information was requested in relation to noise, dust, odour, surfa ce water runoff and traffic.  

 

It is considered that the information and detail of such information provides suitable 

protection to the environment and satisfies the concerns of the objections, and that Council 

is able to issue development consent subject t o conditions.  

 

RECOMMENDATION  

 

IT IS RECOMMENDED that :  

 

1.  The development shall be implemented in accordance with the details set out on the 

document Statement of Environmental Effects dated December 2009 and on the 

application form and on any supporting in formation received with the application 

except as amended by the conditions specified hereunder.  

 

2.  Erosion and sediment control measures are to be in place prior to any construction 

commencing.  The erosion and control measures must ensure that wastes assoc iated 

from the outdoor piggeries do not leave the site during a storm water runoff event.  

 

3.  A storm water Management Plan must be prepared for the development and must be 

implemented.  Implementation of the Plan must mitigate the impacts of storm water 

runo ff from and within the outdoor piggeries flowing completion of construction 

activities.  

 

4.  During operation of the outdoor piggeries noise levels shall not exceed background 

plus 5dB(A) or 45dB(A) whichever is the lesser, during the day (7:00am to9:00pm) 

and  background plus 5dB(A) or 35dB(A), whichever is the lesser, during the night 

(9:00pm to 7:00am) at the nearest affected residence.  

 

5.  No offensive odours may be emitted from the outdoor piggery sites.  The proponent 

shall satisfy themselves that offensive o dours will not impact off site.  Corrective 

actions including reducing/stopping operations to stop offensive odour if it so occurs.  
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6.  Activities occurring at the outdoor piggeries shall be carried out in such a manner 

that will minimize emissions of dust fr om the premises and impact on neighbouring 

premises.  

 

7.  All vehicles associated with the outdoor piggeries shall enter the sites via Hudsonôs 

Road.  No associated vehicles are to utilize Corona Road.  

 

8.  The applicant must establish a community environment liai son committee, 

comprising representatives of the community and the applicant that will meet at 

least every 6 months for the first 2 years of operations and then after on a needs 

basis.  Discussions at the meetings must include implementation of the develop ment 

consent and other statutory approvals, and provide adequate time for the 

community to raise matters of concern associated with the environmental impact of 

the development, with a view to achieving mutually satisfactory solutions.  

 

9.  The proponent must e nsure that all necessary precautions are taken to ensure that 

pollution of adjacent land or watercourse does not occur during the construction and 

operation of the development.  Under Section 120 of the Protection of the 

Environment Operations Act, it is a n offence to pollute waters.  

 

10.  On completion of works, if necessary the area should be revegetated and any loose 

materials removed from the site.  

 

3.  SWIMMING POOLS AMENDMENT ACT 2009 -  AUTHORISED OFFICERS  

 

Councillors will recall that an information report  was presented to Council at its 16 February 

2010 monthly meeting advising of the commencement of the Amendment Act, its aims and 

legislative variations to the previous Act.  

 

The new Swimming Pools Act enables Councils to appoint ñAuthorised Officersò.  These 

ñAuthorised Officersò may enter any premises that has a swimming pool ï (or might have a 

pool) for the purpose of inspecting the pool and any barrier (pool fence) at the property.  

 

Under Clause 27 of the Swimming Pools Act:  

  

1.  Each Local Authority may a ppoint:  

 

(a)  any of its employees, and  

(b)  with the approval of the Director -General of the Department of Premier and 

Cabinet or  other officer of the Department designated by the Director -General ï

any other persons,  

 

to be authorised officers for the purposes of  this Act.  

 

2.  A Local Authority must issue a certificate of identification to each authorised officer 

appointed by it.  

 

Clause 27 continues with the following relevant points:  

 

 That the authorised officer has the functions as are conferred or imposed by or 

under this Act.  

 

 That the authorised officer may only operate in the local authorityôs area. 
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The appointment of authorised officers enables those Council officers to enter premises, for 

the purposes of inspecting pools and pool fencing, and to investigate complaints about pools 

which may be received, i.e. it enables those officers to carry out the functions and 

obligations under the Swimming Pools Act.  The Swimming Pools Act does not apply to 

Councilôs public pools and staff at those facilities does not require an authority.  

 

Council may appoint any of its staff as authorised officers under the Swimming Pools Act.  

As the planning and environment staff are involved in pool approvals, and inspections it is 

appropriate that they be authorised under the Act.  The local authority must issue a 

certificate of identification to each of those authorised officers.  The certificate of 

identification must contain a photograph of the officer and their signature and the local 

authority seal.   

 

The certificate of identif ication would be carried by the staff member and must be produced 

if requested by any person at a premises.  The format and wording required on the 

Certificate of Identification is given in schedule 1 of the regulations.  

 

RECOMMENDATION:  

 

IT IS RECOMMENDE D that :  

 

(1)  Council resolve to appoint Bobby Parr, Christopher Glenn Nevins and Stephen John 

McHugh as Authorised Officers under the Swimming Pools Act 1992.  

 

(2)  Council resolve to issue Bobby Parr, Christopher John Nevins and Stephen John 

 McHugh with a C ertificate of Identification under the Swimming Pools Act in the 

 format and wording as per Schedule 1 of the Swimming Pools Regulation, with the 

 attachment of the Corowa Shire Council seal.  

 

 

B PARR 

DIRECTOR ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES  
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ATTACHMENTS  
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